too strong - , but the digging- of the wells soon demon¬ 
strate the fact. 

Thousands of people in the old States are looking 
for homes in the South, and to those who conlemplate 
coming to this section we ask you to investigate 
HAYWOOD and vicinity. It is being settled entirely 
by northern people. We feel satisfied that the home 
seeker who visits here will fall in love with both the 
country, climate and the possibilities the future may 
have for this country. 

The general surface of the country around RAY- 
WOOD is level with a gradual slope of about five 
feet to the mile till it reaches the bay, sixteen miles 
distant. 

Trinity bay, only a short distance, furnishes oysters, 
crabs, sohrimp, red snapper and sea trout, while in 
Trinity river, only five miles off, you can get all the 
sport you may desire with the buffalo, catfish, goggle 
eye, perch, black bass or turtle. 

For game, the timbers immediately north will 
furnish black bear, opossum, raccoon, squirrel and 
mink, while the deer and wild turkey are found in 
great numbers in both timber and prairie; the prairie 
also affords fine bunting for prairie chicken, quail, 
ducks (canvas back, mallard and teal). This is called 
the “hunters’ paradise.” In fact a great many of the 
old residents of this county make their living with 
their gun, selling their game in the Galveston and 
Houston markets. 

Again we invite you to come to RAYWOOD and 
cast your lot with us, for we feel assured that to 
escape the icy blasts of one winter will settle your 
mind and you will decide to be one of us. 

Before closing this article, we desire to say a few 
words in regard to the culture of rice. The general 
impression among those who are not acquainted with 
this cereal is that it is only grown on very low and 
swampy lands. This is a mistake. Mr. Moore, who 
has been a resident of Southeast Texas for many a 
year, writing to one of the papers, says: 




c> 


“There is a prevailing opinion among many people 
that the lands for this rapidly increasing crop must 
be so located that water can be turned on and c ff at 
will; this is a fallacy and a very great one. The two 
essential requisites in selecting these lands are a 
level surface and drainage. The reason drainage is 
particularly necessary in rice culture is that during 
the seasons of planting and plowing, and at harvest 
time, the water should be kept off the lands. The 
rainfall properly retained will produce this crop nine 
years out of ten. Seven years and not a failure 
marks the record, and this year being one of the 
driest ever known here, and the crop for 1898, aver¬ 
aging twelve barrels to the acre. N< w we contend 
that seven successful crops in seven years is sufficient 
evidence that a location on a* water course is not 
necessary Another beauty of this crop is, there is 
NO WAITING THREE TO FIVE YEARS TO SECURE AN 
income, but as good a crop can be harvested the first 
year as any thereafter. The time for planting is 
between April 1st and June 1st, so a purchase made 
any time prior to this period, with sufficient time for 
preparation, will bring a remunerative crop the 
fol owing fail. 

The straw has proven a most excellent feed for all 
classes of stock, which they prefer to any other hay. 
Wm. Storey, of Liberty county, has twenty-nine 
stacks of rice to be threshed off of one hundred acres. 
The yield is only estimated at one thousand barrels, 
or ten barrels to the acre, or three thousand, five 
hundred dollars for the crop. The cost of said crop 
has already accrued five hundred dollars. Estimat¬ 
ing the cost of threshing, marketing, etc. at three 
hundred dollars, the total expenses on the crop 
amount to eight hundred dollars, which show a net 
profit of two thousand, seven hundred dollars, or 
twenty-seven dollars per acre. Mr. Storey has teen 
offered three dollars and fifty cents per ton for his 
straw as it comes from the thresher. 

A rice planter of Jefferson county, who has already 


marketed this year’s crop of eighty acres, reports his 
receipts to be two thousand, seven hundred dollars 
for the sale of his crop. His entire expenses were 
five hundred dollars, being a net profit of two thou¬ 
sand, two hundred dollars, or twenty-seven dollars 
and fifty cents per acre. His yield was only a frac¬ 
tion over ten barrels per acre. 

What are such lands as these worth? We submit 
the question for your consideration. If your wheat 
and corn lands sell at forty to fifty dollars per acre, 
with a yield of wheat of fifteen bushels, worth sixty 
cents per bushel, or nine dollars per acre, gross, we 
again ask, what are lands worth that annually yield 
from twenty to thirty dollars per acre profit ? Many 
others could be named for your reference, but it 
would only be a repetition of the results already 
shown herein, and which we consider sufficient. 
Should the farmer at any time conclude to alternate 
his crops, he may do so by planting cotton or corn on 
the same lands upon which he raises bis rice. The 
sweet potato is an important factor with our farmers, 
being food for both man and beast. Cattle, horses 
and hogs are very fond of them, and for fattenin'g, 
they are superior to corn. The j ield is about one 
hundred and fifty bushels, although as many as five 
hundred bushels have been grown to the acre.” 

We wish to say in this connection that the rice of 
America has been grown in South Carolina until 
about seven years ago, when the cultivation of this 
cereal was started in soutlrwestern Louisiana by 
northern men, and in 1891 a few farmers in southeast¬ 
ern Texas tried it, meeting with success; in 1892 they 
put out about two thousand five hundred acres, and 
this year, 1893, about ten thousand acres in Jefferson 
and Liberty Counties. The average yield last year 
was about fifteen barrels, the market price of which 
averages from two dollars and fifty cents to four 
dollars and fifty cents per barrel. This year the 
price has been firm all through at three dollars and 
fifty cents. This is a crop especially suited to the 
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lands of Liberty County, and as these lands can be 
bought atone-fifth the price asked for similar lands in 
the Louisiana rice growing country, the homeseeker 
will perceive at once the advantage he has in locating 
here. As stated before, most of the rice growing is 
in the hands of northern farmers who have been 
attracted to this section by the great profit to be 

REALIZED AND THE EASE WITH WHICH THE CROP IS 

made. By giving- rice so much space we do not wish 
to be understood that nothing else does well, but on 
the contrary, we believe that the future destiny of 
this country is to be converted into orchards, vine¬ 
yards, gardens, rice and corn lands. This is the nat¬ 
ural home of the pear, fig and strawberry, and the 
phenomenal returns realized from these crops, where 
they have been tried for a number of years, as well 
as the experiments made with others, together with 
the splendid market aud shipping facilities enjoyed 
by this locality, within the next five years, will, in 
our opinion, make every acre of these lands worth as 
much as lands in southern California. 

Beans, peas, onions, cabbage, potatoes, beets, to¬ 
matoes, cantaloupes, water melons and sweet pota¬ 
toes grow to perfection and find a ready market in 
the cities of the north and west. Bear in mind also 
that the season here is from two to four weeks earlier 
than any other section, with the possible exception 
of southern Louisiana and Florida, which enables 
the grower here to get liis products into market that 
much in advance of all other competitors, and thus 
obtain the top prices. 

Bear in mind that there is no finer location for a 
settlement in all the gulf coast region than RAY- 
WOOD, Liberty County, Texas, and we invite you to 
correspond with us for further information. 

EMPIRE TRUST COMPANY, 

211 Main Street, 

HOUSTON!. TEXAS. 
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The Chicago, Bock Island & Pacific 
Railroad Company 

and Connecting Lines in Texas 

F F E R HOMESEEKER 

A ONE FARE ROUND TRIP RATE 

-F'ROTvf 

OMAHA, St, JOSEPH, KANSAS CITY 

• AND INTERMEDIATE POINTS • 

TO TEXAS 

ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH. 


THIS IS A RARE CHANCE 


To get a glimpse of the Coast Country 
at a nominal figure. 
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Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 



Railway Company. 
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The Cheap Lands and 
what they will produce 
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SOUTHEASTERN TEXAS. 


While everyone acknowledges that the State of 
Texas possesses an area and resources th^; gives it the 
majestic dignity of an empire; ttut hy her superior 
water facilities she holds, in a commercial sense, the 
solution of the problem that has been perplexing the 
great northwest; that in climate, soil, mineral and 
timber wealth, in rivers, large and small, in a long 
seacoast, in an abundant rainfall, in healthfulness 
and in every other advantage that could be asked, 
nature seems to have done her very best for this 
greatly favored State, yet we desire to call your 
attention more especially to the southeastern portion, 
which, in our humble judgment, possesses more in¬ 
ducements* and advantages for the immigrant and 
homeseeker than any other parts of the State. 

The first thought of the homeseeker naturally is 
that of health. Is the locality a healthy one? In 
answer we can only say that the best evidence of the 
climate of any country is to be found in its mortality 
report, and Texas has a far lower mortality report, 
based on her population, than any other State. The 
claim is made and substantiated, that the southern 
portion, fanned by the gulf breeze, is the healthiest 
part of the State. The climate of this section is un¬ 
surpassed, and all along the gulf coast are locations 
which have proved of special benefit to the invalids 
of other localities who come here for their health and 
have been restored. We might state in this connec¬ 
tion that corn, cotton, cane, rice, vegetables and 
choice fruits will grow as well in a healthy country as 
in one where the atmosphere is loaded down with 
miasma. 

Sunstroke is almost unheard of. It is said that the 
moisture in the air, or some other powerful resistant 
force, obviates the force of the sun’s rays. 


The second inquiry of the homeseeker is, what can 
be raised in that locality? Is it remunerative, does it 
pay? To this double question avc answer, that almost 
every thing that grows in the United States can be 
raised in SouthernlTexas, and pays better than in 
almost any other State. For instance, sugar cane 
yields on an average, i wenty-five tons per acre. Corn 
from thirty-five to sixty bushels. Oats from thirty to 
eighty bushels. Rice from ten to twenty barrels. 
Cotton from three-fourths to one and a half bales and 
vegetables produce just as often as one puts them in 
the ground, and it is not an uncommon sight to see 
an industrious farmer have Iresh vegetables all the 
year; and as to fruit it seems to be the natural home, 
no northern blasts to kill the tree or blight; about all 
that has to be done is to put the tree in the ground 
and nature will soon give the crop. Corn is planted 
here any time after January. We have before us 
while writing, four different kinds of corn raised this 
year, and which yielded lorty-five bushels per acre, 
raised on ground which was broken from the turf in 
January, 1893, cut with a disc harrow in March and 
the corn planted in March, and it is as fine a corn as 
we ever saw grow in Illinois. 

A comparis n of the resour ces of the four wealthiest 
States in cattle and farm products show that they 
occupy the following positions: In cattle Texas is 
first, Illinois fourth. In sheep Texas is first, Ohio 
third. In value of cotton crop, Texas is first, Arkan¬ 
sas fourth. In value of farm products, Illinois is 
first, Texas third. In average cash value per acre of 
corn, Texas is first, Iowa fourth. In average cash 
value per acre of oats, Texas is first, Missouri fourth. 
The price of corn rarely <ver falls below fifty cents. 
We expect in the near future to see a great deal more 
corn raised and less cotton. It will be readily under¬ 
stood that there will be a very grtat difference in the 
yielding of crops according as the soil is well or 
poorly cultivated. 

Read the following statement in regard to the 
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growing of vegetables in Southern Texas, and the 
probable price: 

A couple of months ago the Barnett Produce Co. 
of Chicago, one of the largest commission houses in 
the country, sent a buyer into this country to look up 
Texas products. He stayed in the southern part of 
the State for several days but, failed to secure the 
vegetables he desired for the World’s Fair City. 
Being asked what he thought of the country as a pro¬ 
ducer of vegetables, he said, “You people don’t know 
what you have got here; why you can put vegetables 
on the Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Kansas City 
and St. Paul markets a,t least a month ahead of any 
other place in the Union.” “You can raise the finest 
and best flavored cabbage in the world; in a few years 
I expect to find a crop of cabbage millionaires down 
here, like the silver mining millionaires of the West. 
Who would want to be the president of a National 
Bank if he cun cut five hundred dollars worth of cab¬ 
bage from an acre of ground? I am told one of your 
gardeners, W. T. Fowler, a few miles from town, 
brought in several loads of cabbage and onions last 
Thursday, raised by himself and boys, and sold them 
to Lewis & Cooke of your place. For these vegetables 
brought in by the wagon load in one day, Mr. Fowler 
received a check for over four hundred and twenty 
dollars. Now just make a calculation how many 
loads of vegetables it would take to bring four hun¬ 
dred and twenty dollars in the North and West. Not 
only cabbage but onions, po atoes and all other vege¬ 
tables, bring the same high price in (he market, 
because you have the start of Mississippi, Louisiana, 
and Florida by at least four weeks. I want cabbage, 
potatoes,“onions, beans, cauliflowers and other vege¬ 
tables. 1 can handle all I can get, and there is no 
danger in overstocking a market like Chicago, with 
its two million and a half people in the city proper 
and vicinity. I have been buying vegetables for 
twenty years and will say, without a doubt, you have 
the finest soil and climate in the country. You are 


ahead of California in quality and quantity, and have 
an advantage of two thousand miles in freight to 
Chicago! Your vegetables will be in demand in every 
town from Denver to New York. The only complaint 
I have to make is you cannot supply me with all the 
vegetables I can handle at the biggest price ever paid 
in America.” 

The foregoing is not an exaggerated picture of 
what can be done in the vegetable line. Anyone who 
will come here and investigate for himself will be¬ 
come convinced that these statements are the truth: 

The cotton crop of the South in 1891, raised on nine¬ 
teen million acres of land, was worth over five hun¬ 
dred million dollars (Texas raised one-fifth of entire 
crop), which was about equal to the total corn crop of 
the United States, raised on seventy-five mil ion acres 
of land. This is a basis of wealth promising greater 
possibilities than the farmers of any other section of 
the country can ever hope to enjoy. 

The next question which naturally presents itself, 
is there a market for what is produced and what are 
the facilities for getting it to market? 

In answer to that inquiry we would call your atten¬ 
tion to the efforts that have been made the last few 
years to make the products of the Western States find 
a shipping point to Europe from the gulf, instead of 
paying tribute to so many eastern railroads, to finally 
find a shipping point at New York on the Atlantic 
coast. It seems ridiculous for Southern Texas to 
send her cattle all the way by rail to Chicago to be 
slaughtered, then taken in refrigerator cars to New 
York to be shipped across the ocean. The time is not 
far distant when the immigration that is coming here 
will raise a great deal more corn, fatten their cattle 
at home, packing houses will grow up and the cost of 
transportation from here to New York will be saved 
to the producer. Corn has always brought a good 
price, rarely ever falling below fifty cents, and it 
must always command as good a price here as in New 
York, lor this is the natural shipping point for the 


corn of the west, instead of the Atlantic coast. 

Another inquiry is tbe rate of taxation. Taxes are 
lower in this State than in any State in the Union, and 
its school fund is the largest. The distribution of 
State school fund, made in the month of July, 1893, 
was four dollars and fifty cents for e ich child in the 
State. 

Texas needs immigration, there can be no question 
about that, and the kind of immigrants she wants are 
men who will add to thewalue of the land by culti¬ 
vating and improviogit; men who will get up early 
in the morning and work six days in the week, and 
who will not think it too much trouble to milk a cow 
that they may have cream for their coffee; men who 
will not be content merely to scratch the ground and 
make a bare living, but who will plow deep and culti¬ 
vate the land as it should be. Texas wants any num¬ 
ber of strong able-bodied men who can plow, and dig, 
and sow and reap; men who are willing to accept 
reasonable wages and who are neither ashamed nor 
afraid to labor; men who will live economically for a 
year or two, that they may do better after awhile. 

Texas wants honest, industrious farmers because 
she has acres upon acres of rich soil where there is 
an abundance of rainfall, that needs farming. This 
is the class of men that Texas wants aud will welcome 
as citizens. It is to the southern portion of the State, 
and more particularly Liberty County, that we wish 
to call your attention as possessing to a larger extent 
greater inducements than any other portion; cheap 
lands, an Italian climate lor the summer, a winter 
temperature of about flfty-seven degrees, very 
healthy, death rate about eight in a thousand, a fine 
stretch of prairie, about twenty miles long by ten 
miles wide, soil a black, sandy loam, and will produce 
so enormously, when properly worked, of all the 
cereals that northern and western people scarcely 
believe it unless they investigate for themselves. 

It is situated on the main line of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad and is only a short distance from the 


coming great city of Texas, Houston, which has four¬ 
teen railroads centering there, which furnishes 
transportatian for all the fruits and vegetables this 
country can produce, besides being at the head of 
Galveston Bay, which gives water communication to 
the Atlantic seaboards and Europe. But few coun¬ 
tries of the world have these advantages combined 
with climate, healthfulness, soil, variety of produc¬ 
tions and enormous yields. 

We also wish to call attention particularly to the 
new town of Ray wood, which is situated on the great 
Southern Pacific Railroad, the great thoroughfare 
from San Francisco to New Orleans. Raywood has 
an elevation of about 90 feet, and, in regard to 
location, is one of the best points on the coast 
country for the building up of a new town. 

Although it was June, 1893, when the present 
owners bought this property, it has had a town 
surveyed and laid out, improvements have already 
commenced, and a number of good houses built, and 
it will not be long till the town'of Raywood will be 
one of the most thriving in this section. We an¬ 
ticipate a goodly number of those who will come to 
this coast country the 'coming winter, will settle in 
this vicinity, for the reason that it is small tracts of 
land, at reasonable prices, that is wanted for the 
purpose of raisiDg fruit and vegetables, and seeing 
this necessity, the proprietors of Raywood have sur¬ 
veyed five thousand acres adjoining the town into 
small tracts of twenty and forty acres, which is in the 
reach of everyone, by paying one-fourth cash, balance 
in one, two and three years. Raywood will, in a 
short time, become the shipping point for that section. 
Water is obtained at a depth of twelve to twenty 
feet and of an excellent quality. Artesian wells are 
on every side of it and there is no doubt but it can be 
had on the RAYWOOD property for the boring. 

The land adjoining the town is a rich, sandy loam, 
and is from five to seven feet deep. This may sound 































































